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Upcoming EventsPresident’s Message
  by Hon. Pamila J. Brown

Look What’s Inside

March  9
HCBA Board of Directors Meeting

March 10
Howard County Pro Bono Committee Mtg

March  12
HCBA Family Law Section Meeting

March 16 - HCCP Luncheon Meeting
March 17

HCBA Luncheon Meeting
March 24

HCWBA Luncheon Meeting
March 25

HCBA Estates & Trust Section Meeting

Retirement Dinner in Honor of
The Honorable Alice P. Clark

April 13
HCBA Board of Directors Meeting

April 16
HCBA Family Law Section Meeting

April 22
HCBA Chamber Chat

HCBA Estates & Trust Section Meeting
April 27

HCWBA Network Event

May 5
HCWBA Annual Legislative Review Lunch

May 6
HCCP End of Year Party

May 7
HCBA Annual Meeting and

Election of Officers
May 11

HCBA Board of Directors Meeting
May 12

Howard County Pro Bono Committee Mtg
May 14

HCBA Family Law Section Meeting
May 19

Drug/DUI Court Graduation
May 20

HCBA Estates & Trust Section MeetingNOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

HOWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION’S
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2010-2011

The Annual Meeting of the Howard County Bar Association, will
take place on Friday, May 7, 2010, Location TBA.  Pursuant to
Article VIII of the By-Laws of the Howard County Bar Association,
notice is hereby given that the election of Officers and HCBA’s Board
of Directors for 2010-2011 shall take place by confidential ballot at
this Meeting.

Two Roads Diverged
In A Wood, And I took
The One Less Traveled
By, And That Has
Made All The
Difference.
- Robert Frost

The “snowmaggeddon” is fi-
nally behind us as we approach the
last months of winter. The unprec-
edented storms wreaked havoc on
all systems, businesses and our
even institutions including our
Courts as well as the practice of
law. Never before have we seen
the magnitude of multiple snow
storms that effectively shut down
our transportation system for days.
Throughout the ordeal however,
little acts of kindness mostly unre-
ported continued to be displayed
and is a testament to the general
good will of the people. That feel-
ing of goodwill continues as we
watch the Olympic Games in that
we are constantly reminded that
we part of a global community and
that our humanity knows no bound-
aries.

One of the joys of serving as
President is the opportunity to wel-
come the newest members of the
Bar to our Association. Several of
you had the pleasure of meeting
many of them last month but I
want to again extend our collec-
tive best wishes to each of them
as they begin their legal careers.
They are: Steve Adler, Vinita
Ananth, Biola Bakare, Songeeta
Biswas, Henry Boyd, III, Kaiser
H. Chowdhry, Frederic Cook, III,
Brett Dieck, Ryan Dymek, Marie
Fox, Richard Gibson, Erin Gloth,
Julie Grufferman, Fani Kantartzis,
Mojgan Katouzian, Stephane
LaTour, Kellie Lego, Kevin
Mattingly, Carolyn Mech, Jacob
Mueller, Sarah Novak, Kristina
Newcomb, Jumoke Oladapo,
Michael Ostroff, Pamela K.
Riewerts, Lisa Staeven, Audrey
Wallace, Amos Whitney, Mark
Wisniewski,  and Christiana
Yunkunis.

Indeed for some of us it has
been decades and others just a few
years or months since we were
sworn in and recited our Oath. You

(continued on page 4)
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2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH 2010
Tuesday, March 9, 7:30 a.m. HCBA Executive Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 10, 8:00 a.m. Howard County Pro Bono Committee Meeting
Friday, March 12, 12:00 p.m. HCBA Family Law Section Luncheon Meeting
Tuesday, March 16, 11:45 a.m. HCCP Luncheon Meeting @ The Bombay Peacock Grill
Wednesday, March 17, 11:30 a.m. HCBA Luncheon Meeting @ Bare Bones Grill and Brewery

Guest Speaker: The Hon. Dennis Sweeney; Topic: Social Media
Wednesday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. HCWBA Luncheon; Location TBA
Thursday, March 25, 9:00 a.m. HCBA Estates & Trust Meeting; Speaker: Megan Wallace, Esq.

who will discuss “estate planning for domestic partners”
Thursday, March 25, 6:00 p.m. Retirement Dinner in Honor of The Honorable Alice P. Clark

Columbia Hilton; Cost is $55.00 per person

APRIL 2010
Tuesday, April 13, 7:30 a.m. HCBA Executive Board Meeting
Friday, April 16, 12:00 p.m. HCBA Family Law Section Luncheon Meeting
Thursday, April 22, 5:30 p.m. HCBA Chamber Chat with the District Court Judges with a Happy

Hour event immediately following at LaPalapa’s
Thursday, April 22, 9:00 a.m. HCBA Estates & Trust Section Meeting; Guest Speaker: Matthew

A. Mace, Esq. of Ober, Kale, Grimes & Shriver
Tuesday, April 27 HCWBA co-sponsored event with Business Women’s Network @

Union Jack’s; detailed information will be forthcoming

MAY 2010
Wednesday, May 5, 11:30 a.m. HCWBA Annual Legislative Review with Liz Bobo; Location TBA
Friday, May 7, 11:30 a.m. HCBA Annual Meeting and Election of Officers; Location TBA
Tuesday, May 11, 7:30 a.m. HCBA Executive Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 12, 8:00 a.m. Howard County Pro Bono Committee Meeting
Friday, May 14, 12:00 p.m. HCBA Family Law Section Luncheon Meeting
Thursday, May 20, 9:00 a.m. HCBA Estates & Trust Section Meeting

JUNE 2010
Wednesday, June 9, 11:30 a.m. HCWBA End of Year Luncheon at Tersiquel’s
June 9-12, 2010 MSBA Annual Meeting, Ocean City, Maryland

JULY 2010
July 24, 2010 MSBA Crab Feast - Details will be forthcoming

The Howard County Bar Association
would like to extend its sincere apprecia-
tion for the  great food and drinks they
provided for our Annual New Admittees
Reception.

HAPPY ST.
PATRICK’S DAY
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JOINT BAR ASSOCIATIONS CRAB FEAST!!!

COURT OF APPEALS
The Honorable Lynne A. Battaglia
410-260-1565

The Honorable Robert A. Zarnoch
410-260-3701

The Honorable Kathryn Grill Graeff
410-260-1466

HOWARD COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT

The Honorable Diane O. Leasure
Sec. - Lynne Wiessner,  410-313-2066
Law Clerk - Amos Whitney,  410-313-4853

The Honorable Louis Becker
Sec.-Barbara Unverzagt, 410-313-2083
Law Clerk - Audrey Wallace,  410-313-4864

The Honorable Richard Bernhardt
Sec. - Debra Coleman, 410-313-2145
Law Clerk -Julie Grufferman, 410-313-4855

The Honorable Timothy McCrone
Secretary -  Kim Quinn, 410-313-2149
Law Clerk - Michael Milstein,410-313-4861

The Honorable Lenore Gelfman
Sec.-Pauline Blankenship,  410-313-2143
Law Clerk-Mojgan Katouzian,
                    410-313-4858

Court Reporters Supervisor:
Leslie Cale, 410-313-2148

FAMILY LAW COORDINATOR:
Lisa Mohink, 410-313-2225

The Honorable Neil E. Axel
The Honorable Sue-Ellen Hantman
The Honorable Pamila J. Brown
The Honorable Mary C. Reese

Secretary - Joy Barwick, 410-480-7706

Law Clerk -  Jacob Mueller
                 410-480-7700 ext. 5723

DISTRICT COURT

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS

DISTRICT COURT FOR
HOWARD COUNTY NOTICE

Please remember to register your name and profile via the
website at www.howardcountybar.org

Once you are registered you will then gain access to the
Members Only page!!!!

Please contact Kim Wharton should you encounter any
problems during the registration process.

Memorial Day -  May 31, 2010
Independence Day - July 5, 2010
Labor Day -  September 6, 2010

Columbus Day - October 11, 2010
Election Day -  November 2, 2010

Veteran’s Day - November 11, 2010
Labor Day -  September 6, 2010

Veteran’s Day - November 11, 2010
Thanksgiving & Day After-Nov. 25  & 26

Christmas Day - December 24, 2010

       2010 COURT HOLIDAYS

IF YOU CONTACT ONE OF OUR   ADVERTISERS,
PLEASE LET  THEM KNOW WHERE YOU SAW

THEIR AD.

A DUES
2009-
2010

The  notice for the HCBA and  Lawyer  Referral Service
annual dues  for 2010-2011 have been mailed to all mem-
bers. In order to keep your membership current, please com-
plete and return the dues invoice to:

HCBA Office
District Court Multi-Service Center

ATTN:  Kim Wharton
3451 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, MD  21043

HCBA DUES
2010-2011
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 President’s Message
  (cont’d from page 1)

may not remember who spoke
that day or exactly what was said
but I feel confident in saying that
we each had an enormous sense
of pride at our accomplishment
and joy as we joined our learned
profession.

Please mark your calendar for
2 exciting events this month. At
our monthly luncheon on March
17th we will meet at the Bare
Bones Grill and Brewery to hear
from Judge Dennis Sweeney on
how social networking circles can
affect the practice of law. On
March 25 we will celebrate the re-
tirement of District Court Judge
Alice P. Clark at the Columbia
Hilton.

Honorable Pamila J.  Brown
President, HCBA

IF YOU CONTACT ONE OF OUR   ADVERTISERS,
PLEASE LET  THEM KNOW WHERE YOU SAW

THEIR AD.

Finally, I want to wish one of
the newest members of our Asso-
ciation and in fact my courts law
clerk, Jake Mueller a fond goodbye
and safe travels as he and his wife
( who is also a lawyer) prepare to
travel as part of the Peace Corp
to Haiti to participate in the relief
efforts for the next several weeks.
We wish him Gods speed and a
safe return. Certainly we each
have roads to travel and I hope
the one you choose allows you to
make a difference.~

Howard County Lawyer
Assistance Program

We assist Judges, Lawyers,
Law Students and Legal Staff

who need help...

If you or someone you know
needs help to address problems
such as alcohol, drugs, stress,
family or personal problems,
emergency practice
management, and/or health
concerns because these issues
are effecting work productivity;
we can help-call today!-(410)
465-7771
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Civil Law Update
      by Cecilia Paizs

                        (continued on page 7)

A review of the Amicus Curiarum
for February 2010 reveals the fol-
lowing civil cases of interest:

THE COURT OF APPEALS:
Earlene Burnside, et.ux. v.
Randall V. Wong, et al., No. 4,
Sept Term 2009. Opinion filed Jan.
7, 2010 by Battaglia, Lynne A.,
Judge

Ms. Burnside brought suit
against Dr. Wong in the Circuit
Court for Baltimore City.  Alleging
medical malpractice, lack of in-
formed consent, and loss of con-
sortium stemming from his treat-
ment of her for a degenerative eye
disease. Dr. Wong filed a Motion
to Dismiss for Improper Venue on
the bases of Sections 6-201(a) and
6-202(8) of the Courts and Judicial
Proceedings Article, Maryland
Code (1974, 2002 Repl. Vol.), as-
serting that he neither resided nor
carried on a regular business in
Baltimore City, and that the alleged
misdiagnosis, negligent medical
treatment, and failure to obtain in-
formed consent took place solely
in Baltimore County.  The Court
granted the motion and transferred
the venue to Baltimore County.
Ms. Burnside filed a Motion to
Reconsider, Alter, Amend, or Re-
vise the ruling, relying for the first
time primarily on Section 6-202(8),
arguing that her “first eye injury
while under Dr. Wong’s care” oc-
curred in Baltimore City, where she
resided, because her eye condition
deteriorated there. The Circuit
Court denied the Motion, and the
Court of Special Appeals affirmed.

The Court of Appeals affirmed,
holding that per Section 6-202(8),
the “first injury” and “cause of ac-
tion arose” when Ms. Burnside first
saw Dr. Wong for treatment and
his alleged to properly diagnose and
treat Ms. Burnside allegedly re-
sulted in a deterioration in her con-
dition.  The Court further held, re-
lying on its recent decision in
Nodeen v. Sigurdsson, 408 Md.
167, 178, 968 A.2d 1075 (2009), that

the relevant time for determining
venue under Section 6-201(a), per-
taining to carrying on a regular
business or engaging in a vocation,
is the time suit was brought. The
Court also rejected Mrs. Burnside’s
argument that because Dr. Wong
maintained “active privileges” at
Mercy Medical Center and “teach-
ing privileges” at the University of
Maryland School of medicine, venue
was proper in Baltimore City.
Rather, the Court reasoned that
merely having such privileges, with-
out exercising them, as here, was
insufficient to confer venue in Bal-
timore City.

Emma Elder v. Cherry Elder
Smith, Personal Representative
of the Estate of Colonel Percy
Elder, Sr., No. 34, September Term
2009. Opinion filed January 13,
2010 by Battaglia, Lynne A., Judge

As a result of a divorce action,
an order was entered granting Ms.
Elder a $31,500 monetary award
against Colonel Elder and was to
receive one-half of the proceeds of
a sale of property located in Anne
Arundel County known as “Beales
Trail.” Emma Elder’s $31,500 mari-
tal award was not reduced to judg-
ment and remained unsatisfied at
the time of Mr. Elder’s death.  Af-
ter his death, Ms. Elder had the
monetary award reduced to a judg-
ment and recorded in Anne Arundel
County, thereby hoping to establish
a lien against the Beales Trail prop-
erty. Prior to the sale of Beales Trail,
the Orphans’ Court ordered Emma
to release her lien, reasoning that
her monetary award, reduced to
judgment and recorded as a lien
after Mr. Elder’s death, was not
entitled to priority within the con-
text of estate administration. The
Court of Special Appeals affirmed,
holding that the statutory scheme
embodied in the Estates and Trusts
Article governing creditors’ claims,
does not permit “a creditor with a
pre-death claim to enhance the pri-
ority of its claim after the debtor
dies.”

The Court of Appeals affirmed,
The Court reviewed the statutory
scheme governing estate adminis-
tration, their legislative history, as
well as the statutory schemes in
other states and determined that a
lien cannot be created against a
debtor’s interest in real
property after the debtor’s death,
because upon death, title to real
property passes out of the hands
of the decedent, pursuant to Sec-
tion 1-301(a) of the Estates and
Trusts Article, Maryland Code
(1974, 2001 Repl. Vol.). The Court
further held, however, that as a
court of special and limited juris-
diction, the Orphans’ Court for
Baltimore County was without au-
thority to affect the lien recorded
in Anne Arundel County, either di-
rectly, or by ordering Emma Elder
to release her lien. The Court rea-
soned that although an orphans’
court has the ability to effectuate
the administration of an estate, only
circuit courts, as courts of original
and general jurisdiction, have the
authority to enter judgments upon
which liens are based and to order
their release. The Court concluded
that although the lien held by Emma
Elder on the Beales Trail property
is not afforded priority, the release
of the lien must be effected in a
different manner.

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS:
(I could not resist putting this one
in based on the recent weather!)

E. Daris Warsham v. James
Muscatello, Inc., No. 1041, Sep-
tember Term, 2008. Opinion filed
on December 30, 2009 by Hol-
lander, Ellen A., Judge

Mr. Warsham fell while salting
an icy parking lot at work, in an at-
tempt to prevent others who might
arrive at work from falling on the
ice. He brought a negligence suit
against his employer’s landlord to
recover for injuries he sustained in
the fall. The Circuit Court for Mont-
gomery County granted the
landlord’s motion for summary
judgment, ruling that suit was
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Criminal Law Update
      by Bob Lidston

                        (continued on page 7)

The February Amicus features
three decisions of interest to prac-
titioners - two from the Court of
Appeals, and one from the Court
of Special Appeals.

Smith v. State, No. 1, September
Term, 2009, filed December 30,
2009 (opinion by Greene, J.).

Smith was charged with tak-
ing part in two different robberies
of the same two individuals. The
victims identified Smith as one of
the robbers, but they admitted that
they could not be completely cer-
tain. The charges against Smith in-
cluded robbery with a dangerous
weapon, use of a handgun in the
commission of a felony, and first
degree assault among others.

At trial, Smith argued that the
evidence was insufficient to iden-
tify him as one of the robbers and
that, even if the identification was
accurate, there was insufficient evi-
dence to indicate he had aided and
abetted the gunman. He was con-
victed of robbery with a dangerous
weapon and the use of a handgun
in the commission of a felony. The
first degree assault charge was dis-
missed. On appeal, COSA reversed
the two convictions, concluding that
they were inconsistent with the
acquittal for first degree assault.
COSA remanded the case to the
trial court with instructions to en-
ter a guilty verdict for misdemeanor
theft, an offense that was never
charged. Smith appealed to the
Court of Appeals.

The Court decided that
COSA’s order to remand with the
direction to enter a guilty finding
for an offense that was never
charged was improper for two rea-
sons. First, COSA reversed the
conviction for robbery with a dan-
gerous weapon because it was in-
consistent with the acquittal for first
degree assault. That reversed con-
viction, however, would have been
the only basis for telling the trial
court to find Smith guilty of misde-

meanor theft. A court may not rely
on a conviction that has been re-
versed for inconsistency as the ba-
sis for directing a trial court to en-
ter a guilty finding for a lesser in-
cluded offense. A guilty finding that
is reversed for inconsistency is not
reliable enough for the conviction
of a lesser included offense be-
cause there can be no confidence
in the judge’s rationale for reach-
ing the inconsistent verdict. Johnson
v. State, 238 Md. 528 (1965).

Secondly, neither the State nor
the Defendant had an opportunity
to present arguments with regard
to misdemeanor theft at trial. A trial
court may not convict a Defendant
of an uncharged lesser included
offense unless the State and the
Defendant are given an opportu-
nity to present arguments on the
offense.

Gauvin v. State, No. 148, Septem-
ber Term, 2008, filed December 18,
2009 (opinion by Murphy, J.).

Gauvin was stopped while driv-
ing. A search of his vehicle found
rolled cigarettes, eye droppers and
glass bottles containing PCP, a jar
of parsley soaked with PCP, and
other items. At trial, a certified drug
recognition expert testified that
Gauvin was under the influence of
dissociative anesthetic and narcotic
analgesic and was unable to drive.
He testified as an expert in narcot-
ics, but the defense objected to his
being admitted as an expert in the
field of PCP. The objection was
overruled. During the trial, the ex-
pert was asked whether he had
formed an opinion as to Gauvin’s
use of the PCP as either personal
or for distribution. Over objection,
the expert said that based on other
factors, the evidence would indicate
that Gauvin had the PCP with the
intent to distribute it.

The Court of Appeals held that
Maryland Rule 5-704(b) prohibits
expert testimony that a defendant
had or did not have the criminal in-
tent that is an element of an of-
fense. This rule, though, does not
keep an expert from explaining why

an item of evidence is consistent
with a particular mental state. The
prosecutor’s question was
“Whether or not the PCP that was
seized was for personal consump-
tion or for distribution?” The an-
swer to this would be prohibited by
Maryland Rule 5-704(b). The
expert’s answer, however, did not
address Gauvin’s specific intent.
Instead, the expert testified what
the factual circumstances indicated
to an experienced officer. Gauvin
was not entitled to a new trial on
the ground that the trial court erro-
neously overruled the defense ob-
jection to a question that called for
an answer in violation of Maryland
Rule 5-704(b) because the records
showed that the testimony offered
after the erroneous ruling did not
violate the rule.

Harris v. State, No. 581, Septem-
ber Term, 2008, filed November 30,
2009 (opinion by Zarnoch, J.).

Harris was convicted by a jury
in Baltimore County of second de-
gree murder and sentenced to 15
years incarceration. At his trial,
after voir dire was completed and
a jury was empaneled, a juror told
the judge that his grandmother was
in the hospital and not expected to
live much longer. He told the judge
that he would like to be able to leave
if his grandmother died or to see
her if it “looked like it was the end
coming”. The juror was not ex-
cused, but the judge gave him the
chamber’s telephone number so the
juror could be contacted if neces-
sary.

Just after the closing of the evi-
dence and before the jury began
deliberating, the jury was excused
for lunch. The judge’s secretary got
a telephone call from the juror’s
father that the grandmother had
died. The secretary called the ju-
ror to the phone. After he hung up,
the secretary asked the juror, “Are
you all right to continue?” The ju-
ror answered that he was. This
occurred before the alternate jurors
were discharged.

At some point, the judge found
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Civil Law Update
    (continued from Page 5)

Criminal Law Update
    (continued from Page 6)

IF YOU CONTACT ONE
OF OUR   ADVERTISERS,

PLEASE LET  THEM
KNOW WHERE YOU SAW

THEIR AD.

barred by the doctrines of assump-
tion of the risk and contributory neg-
ligence.

The Court of Special Appeals
affirmed. The trial court did not err
in granting summary judgment to the
landlord because Mr. Warsham vol-
untarily assumed the risk of his in-
juries. The circumstances were not
so exigent as to compel the
plaintiff’s conduct in order to pro-
tect the lives of others. He also had
other alternatives available to him
to prevent injury to others.

out about this conversation but did
not inform the State or defense
counsel. Just after the jurors began
deliberating, the juror in question
sent a note to the court asking to be
excused for funeral preparations
and to be replaced by an alternate
juror. The note said: “If you can ex-
change me for an alternate jury
member without disrupting anything,
that will be great. If it is a big deal,
please discuss with me.” The judge
then told the State and defense coun-
sel about the earlier conversation be-
tween the juror and the secretary.
The secretary testified on the record
about her conversation with the ju-
ror. The defense counsel moved for
a mistrial because the Defendant
had not been informed of the com-
munication earlier and would have
requested that the juror be replaced
with an alternate. The motion was
denied and the judge sent a note to
the juror that the court would not
excuse him. The jury continued de-
liberating and convicted the appel-
lant later that day.
COSA reversed the conviction and
remanded the matter for a new trial.
Maryland Rule 4-326(d) provides
that “the court shall notify the de-
fendant and the State’s Attorney of
the receipt of any communication
from the jury pertaining to the ac-
tion as promptly as practicable.”
COSA opined that, for the purposes
of this rule, a judge’s secretary is
included in the meaning of “court”.
The communication between the
juror and the secretary was a com-
munication between the court and
the jury. The conversation about
whether the juror was “all right to
continue” “pertained to the action”
under Rule 4-326(d).
The purpose of Rule 4-326(d) is to
give an opportunity for the State and
the defense to provide input in de-
signing an appropriate response to
a juror’s question in order to assure
fairness and avoid error. Even
though the juror indicated that he
could continue, the court should

have informed the parties while
the alternate jurors were still avail-
able. The attorneys could then
have provided input as to whether
the juror should be replaced.
When an ex-parte communication
occurs between the court and a
juror, prejudice is presumed and
the State bears the burden of dem-
onstrating that the communication
was harmless. The record did not
show whether the communication
was harmless because it was not
clear whether the alternate jurors
had been discharged when the
judge found out about the com-
munication. Thus, it was not clear
whether the juror could have been
replaced had the communication
been promptly disclosed.
It could not be determined from
the record whether the juror
whose grandmother had died or
other jurors deliberated properly
or rushed to reach a verdict. Thus,
the trial court erred when it failed
to declare a mistrial and COSA
reversed the conviction. COSA
also determined that the evidence
was sufficient to sustain a con-
viction and, therefore, it remanded
the matter to the circuit court for
a new trial.

3701 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, MD  21043

Phone:  410-480-1700
Fax:  410-750-7358

 A BETTER WAY
TO RESOLVE

CONFLICT

Cecilia B. Paizs
Attorney-at-Law / Mediator

www.agreeonit.com

THE MEDIATION
CENTER



March 2010 - The Barrister8

HCBA
COMMITTEE/SECTION NEWS

FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE

The Family Law Committee will host its monthly
meeting on March 12, 12:00 Noon;  Topic  of Dis-
cussion:   Q and A with the Administrative Judge.
Guest speaker: The Honorable Diane O. Leasure.
To RSVP for this meeting or any of the future meet-
ings, please e-mail hcflc@agclaw.com.

Future meetings scheduled are as follows:

April 16: Jennifer Keiser and Lisa Mohink
Topic: Update on Court Procedures and
Family Law in the Circuit Court for Howard
County

May 14: End of the Year party with a member round
table of tips: Pitfalls and Prat falls:
Lessons from the Trenches

The Estates and Trusts Section has finalized the
schedule of meetings through June 2010.  They are
held at the Law Offices of Cynthia Lifson, 10440
Little Patuxent Pkwy, Ste. 300 in Columbia, begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m.  The meetings are as follows:

March 25, 2010 - Attorney Megan Wallace, who
will discuss “estate planning for domestic partners”.

April 22, 2010 - Matthew A. Mace, Esq. of Ober,
Kale, Grimes & Shriver, who will discuss proposed
legislation for 2010 and a review of the bills which
were introduced and approved this session.

May 20, 2010 - (NOTE - Third Thursday), Linda
D. Schwartz, Attorney at Law with Paley Rothman,
will discuss “ethical considerations for the estate
planning attorney”.

June 24, 2010 - No speaker is scheduled, as we
will discuss pitfalls our members have encountered
in estate planning, probate and trust administratioon,
and offer suggestions to questions posed.

If you plan to attend any of the above scheduled
meetings, please RSVP to Suzanne Simpson at 301-
421-0190.

ESTATES AND TRUST SECTION

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Please welcome the following new members as their
applications were approved for membership:

Sarah Novak Nesbitt, Esquire
Weinberg & Schwartz, LLC
2000 Century Plaza, Ste. 446
10632 Little Patuxent Parkway
Columbia, MD  21044
Phone:  410-997-0203
Fax: 410-741-3868
E-Mail: sn@wsfamilylaw.com

Tracey L. Perrick, Esquire
Weinberg & Schwartz, LLC
2000 Century Plaza, Ste. 446
10632 Little Patuxent Parkway
Columbia, MD  21044
Phone:  410-997-0203
Fax: 410-741-3868
E-Mail: TLP@wsfamilylaw.com

  MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

Please note the following address change:

Walter Ty, Esquire
Law Office of Ty and Goldblatt, LLC
3525 Ellicott Mills Drive
#J
Ellicott City, MD  21043
Phone:  410-461-0546
Fax: 410-7461-0547
E-Mail: WalterTy@WalterTyLaw.com



9March 2010 - The Barrister

HCBA
COMMITTEE/SECTION NEWS

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
HOWARD COUNTY CHAPTER OF THE WBA

President:    Katherine L. Taylor                      Vice President:     Margaret Oliver
Treasurer:   Anne Kelly Laynor                       Past President:    Rebecca Yoshitani
Secretary:   Suzanne Simpson

Last month, the HCWBA and the HCBA co-hosted the New Admittees Reception at Lapalapa.
We had a super turnout, and met many new faces that we hope to see in Howard County in the future!

The HCWBA was the host for the State WBA’s Board meeting in February, which was held at
Katherine Taylor’s conference room.  Fourteen members attended.  Michelle Sapp provided the food and
all loved it.  Major topics discussed included the Golf Tournament 2010 (date TBD), and the WBA Annual
Meeting 2010 at Hershey Lodge, May 14-15.

Our February Luncheon was held on February 24 at Synergy Pilates and Yoga. Charmaine Gor-
don, lawyer, owner and founder of Synergy, was our presenter.  This was a fun time and we learned some
tips for taking care of ourselves as we relaxed with a savory lunch in Synergy’s retreat room.

The March Lunch Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 24, at 11:30 AM and will feature
Tim Faith, a solo practitioner and member of the MSBA-IPS Program Committee who has agreed to speak
on how to efficiently use technology in law practices and the ethics ramifications of using technology. Tim
recently provided the MSBA Small and Solo practice Section with a similar presentation.  Location TBA.

In April the HCWBA will co-sponsor a networking event with the Business Women’s Network, a
Howard County organization. The tentative plan is to hold the event after work on April 27 at the new
Union Jack’s (where That’s Amore used to be). Look for details.

SAVE THE DATE!  On Wednesday, May 5, 2010 at 11:30 AM, the HCWBA will hold its
annual Legislative Review with Liz Bobo. Location TBA.

SAVE THE DATE!  Our last lunch of the year will be held Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at 11:30
AM at Tersiquel’s on Main Street in Historic Ellicott City, and we will at that time announce our selection
for the annual Connie Sapp award. We also plan to host a local attorney-turned mystery author, Debbie
Mack, who will talk about her book Identity Crisis, a mystery novel about a local lawyer.
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HOWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT!! 
 
  

 
 
 
 Date:    March 17, 2010 
 Time:    11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.   
 Cost:   $15.00 

Speaker:  Honorable Dennis Sweeney 
Topic:  Social Media and the Impact on Jury Trials 

 Location:   Bare Bones, Ellicott City   
 
 

 
RESERVATIONS AND MENU SELECTIONS MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE!!! 

By March 14, 2010 - Please call 410-313-2035 
Or 

E-Mail hcbaexec@verizon.net 

 
BARE BONES SPECIAL SALAD  

Now famous! Crisp Garden Greens, layered with fried Tortilla Strips, diced Tomato, Aged 
Cheddar Cheese, crumbled Bacon and Grilled Teriyaki Chicken Strips. Served with Honey-

Mustard Dressing. 
 
 

BARE BONES SPECIAL SANDWICH 
BBQ Boneless Breast of Chicken, charbroiled, and topped with Bacon and Aged Cheddar Cheese. 

 
 

BARBECUE BEEF 
Choice Top Round, shredded and served in our Smokey BBQ Sauce. Served on a Grilled Kaiser 

Roll. 
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ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

You are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited to
Join in the celebration of theJoin in the celebration of theJoin in the celebration of theJoin in the celebration of theJoin in the celebration of the

Retirement of theRetirement of theRetirement of theRetirement of theRetirement of the

Honorable Alice P. Clark,Honorable Alice P. Clark,Honorable Alice P. Clark,Honorable Alice P. Clark,Honorable Alice P. Clark,
Howard County District Court of Maryland, District 10Howard County District Court of Maryland, District 10Howard County District Court of Maryland, District 10Howard County District Court of Maryland, District 10Howard County District Court of Maryland, District 10

Thursday, March 25, 2010
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Cash Bar, Hors D’oeuvres

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. – Dinner and Program

The Columbia Hilton
5485 Twin Knolls Road
Columbia, MD  21045

Ticket Price:  $55.00 per person
Payment Method: CHECK: __           CREDIT CARD:  MASTERCARD  __   VISA  __

 Check No._____________ (Please make check payable to Howard County Bar Association)

  Charge to: Visa ______                      MC ______
CVV #: ____ (VISA & MC last 3 digits on back of card)

Card Number:_______________________________ Exp. Date:____________
Cardholder’s Name:________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________________

And mail by March 11, 2010  to:
Kim Wharton, HCBA Executive Director

District Court Multi-Service Center
3451 Courthouse Drive

Ellicott City, MD  21043
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HOWARD COUNTY COLLABORATIVE PROFESSIONALS

 
          

HOWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 

CHAMBER CHAT WITH THE 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGES 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 Date:    April 22, 2010 
 Time:    5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   
 Cost:   $5.00 

Speakers:  Honorable Neil E. Axel 
   Honorable Pamila J. Brown 
   Honorable Mary C. Reese 
Topic:  Trial and Courtroom Do’s and Don’ts  

 Location:   District Court of Maryland for Howard County 
    Court Room 5   
 
 

 
After the Chamber Chat, please join us for a  

Drinks (Cash Bar) and Hors D’oeuvres  
at LaPalapa’s in Ellicott City 

 
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE!!! 

By April 19, 2010 - Please call 410-313-2035 
Or 

E-Mail hcbaexec@verizon.net 
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HOWARD COUNTY COLLABORATIVE PROFESSIONALS

THE HOWARD COUNTY COLLABORATIVE PROFESSIONALS, INC. 

      
     Tuesday, March 16, 2010 @ 11:45 a.m. 

The Team is the Theme   

                         

“Getting Paid: Collaborative Billing-Is it Different” 

Presenters: Ann Balcerzak ESQ, Mary Stengel LCSW C, John Faggio CPA 

 

WHERE:  The Bombay Peacock Grill 10005 Old Columbia Rd 
Columbia MD 21046.  Phone: 410-381-7111  

 

 

                                   

COST – 20.00 for Members;  $25.00 for non-members  

R.S.V.P.  by e-mail to Bookkeeper@jknust.com by Friday, March 12, 2010; or 
telephone at 410-465-8900.    
 
Questions:  Cynthia Lifson 410-531-1619 or Sheela Reddy 301-785-7991  
 
 

Assorted Middle Eastern Cuisine will be served. 

Board meeting before the Members' Meeting 
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HOWARD COUNTY DRUG/DUI COURT
HOWARD COUNTY DRUG/DUI COURT

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is with great pride that the Drug/DUI Treatment Court 

 
of the District Court of Maryland for Howard County 

 
announces its 11th Graduation Celebration  

 
On Wednesday, the 19 of May, 2010 

 
At 4:30 in the afternoon 

 
District Court Multiservice Building, Courtroom 5 

3451 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

 
  

 
 
 

Howard County Adult Drug/DUI Court 
3451 Courthouse Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21044 

 
 

Fax RSVP to:      Bobbie Fine, Esq., Drug/DUI Court Coordinator 
      410-480-7731, by May 3, 2010 

 
_________________  I will be coming to the Drug/DUI Court graduation 
 
_________________  I will not be coming to the Drug/DUI Court graduation 
 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone No:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Date:  ________________________________________________ 
 

Reception to Follow Graduation 
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PRO BONO SERVICE

Civil Law Self-Help Center

The Civil Law Self-Help Center was created in April 2008 to meet the civil legal needs of individuals who cannot afford an
attorney, who do not qualify for Legal Aid, yet have a need for guidance from an attorney.  Due to the cessation of grant
funding, we are looking for volunteers to staff the Center.  The Center will continue to be available on Tuesdays from 9:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Law Library at the Circuit Court.  The Center will also continue to be available two evenings a month
in the meeting room at the East Columbia Branch public library.  We are looking for attorneys familiar with civil law matters
who are able to donate pro bono hours for the dates and times listed below.  The Center is designed to provide legal
assistance only during Center hours to walk-in self-represented litigants with low income.  This does not include individual
representation. Your assistance is needed to continue to offer this invaluable service in Howard County.  If you are
interested in increasing your pro bono hours and helping with this project, please contact the Circuit Court Law Librarian
at 410-313-2135.  If you have a specific date that you want to sign up for, please indicate your availability by filling in your
name and contact information below.

June 15, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. _______________
June 22, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 29, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________

Family Law Legal Assistance Program

The Program will continue to be available on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Circuit Court in
Room 401C.  The program will add an additional one evening per month in the meeting room at the East Columbia Branch
public library.   We are looking for attorneys familiar with Maryland family law who are able to donate pro bono hours for the
dates and times listed below.  The program is designed to provide legal assistance only during program hours to walk-in
self-represented litigants with low income.  This does not include individual representation. Your assistance is needed to
continue to offer this invaluable service in Howard County.  This service helps individuals who cannot afford an attorney
and who do not qualify for Legal Aid, yet have need for guidance from an attorney.  If you are interested in increasing your
pro bono hours and helping with this project, please contact the Circuit Court Family Law Office at (410) 313-2225.  If you
have a specific date that you want to sign up for, please indicate your availability by filling in your name and contact info
below.

April 5, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. _______________
April 19, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
May 24, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 14, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 16, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 21, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 28, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________
June 30, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. ______________

PRO BONO SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
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IN AND AROUND HOWARD COUNTY
Official CHERRYBRATION
DAYS Event! - April 25, 2010
TriColumbia LIFEfest - Fitness fes-
tival in Columbia featuring the BLOS-
SOMS OF HOPE Half Marathon, Half
Marathon Relay, Think Pink 5K, and
the ULMAN CANCER FUND’s
“CycleFest Howard County”; Begins
at 7am at the pedestrian bridge over
Little Patuxent Parkway. Contact
w w w . t r i c o l u m b i a . o r g /
HowardLifeFest to register.

 

Creative Dispute 

Resolutions, llc 

The Path to Common Ground 

 

Mediation, Arbitration, and  
Other ADR Services Throughout 

Maryland and D.C. 

Panel of Mediators and Arbitrators 

James B. Astrachan, Esq.                    Stephen E. Moss, Esq. 
Marc H. Baer, Esq.                            Joseph J. Mulhern, Esq. 
Hon. DeLawrence Beard (Ret.)                  John Noble, Esq. 
Jerome H. Berman, Esq.                   Robert C. Park, Jr., Esq. 
Leslie G. Billman, Esq.                 N. Alfred Pasternak, Esq. 
Henry C. Clarke, Jr., Esq.                   Joann Robertson, Esq. 
Daniel P. Dozier, Esq.                            Sean J. Rogers, Esq. 
Dena C. Feeney, Esq.      Hon. William J. Rowan, III (Ret.) 
Mary Ellen Flynn, Esq.                      Don F. Ryder, Jr., Esq. 
Hon. John M. Glynn (Ret.)                     Joel M. Savits, Esq. 
James M. Greenan, Esq.                 Linda D. Schwartz, Esq. 
Edward J. Gutman, Esq.                         Mark F. Scurti, Esq. 
William E. Hewitt, Jr., Esq.                      Keith L. Seat, Esq. 
Andrew L. Isaacson, Esq.                   Diane A. Seltzer, Esq. 
Erik C. Johnson, Esq.                           Elliot H. Shaller, Esq. 
Ellen F. Kandell, Esq.                      Steven A. Shapiro, Esq. 
Hon. Edward Ketchen (Ret.)      Hon. Carol E. Smith (Ret.) 
Anne Debelius LoPiano, Esq.       Suzanne Snedegar, Esq. 
Richard L. Lyon, Esq.                       Theodore P. Stein, Esq. 
J. Bradford McCullough, Esq.    Hon. Ann N. Sundt (Ret.) 
Hon. Dennis M. McHugh (Ret.)   Patricia M. Weaver, Esq. 
Joyce A. Mitchell, Esq.                        James S. Wilson, Esq. 

ADR Services for All Types of Disputes 

*  Domestic *  Commercial *  Employment 

*  Bankruptcy *  Personal Injury *  Malpractice 

 *  Construction *  Real Estate 

*  Contracts *  Insurance *  Land Use 

*  Premises Liability *  Probate *  Products 

*  Environmental *  I.P./Copyrights *  Same-Sex 
 

(301) 977-8002                                   www.creativedisputeresolutions.com 

 

March 21, 2010 - Columbia Pro
Cantare’s Faure’s Requiem - A
cappella songs of Andrew Caplet,
3:00pm at the 1st Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Ellicott City,
www.procantare.org

May 27, 2010 - Wine in the Gar-
den - Enjoy wine and music in the
Honors Garden, 7-9pm at The
Howard County Conservancy, 410-
465-8877, www.hcconservancy.org

March 13, 2010 - SUNRISE
ROTARY CLUB OF
ELLICOTT CITY - ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER: “A DAY AT
THE RACES” - at the Laurel Race
Track from 11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tickets are $65.00 per person which
includes a catered luncheon, an af-
ternoon of horseracing, door prizes
and silent auction.  All proceeds will
benefit the Head Start Summer En-
richment Program for Low-Income
Children in Howard County.  If you
cannot attend, please consider mak-
ing a donation for the Summer En-
richment Program.  All contributions
are tax deductible through the Ro-
tary Club.  Hope to see you there!!

April 30, 2010 - LANTERNS
OF HOPE Arbor Day Cel-
ebration Let your light shine in
this luminary procession as we
celebrate and honor over 1,400
Blossoms of Hope Cherry Trees
that have been planted
countywide to bring beauty and
hope. Gathering begins at 6:30pm
at Meadow Brook Park, Ellicott
City. Parade begins at  8:15pm.
For more info
www.blossomsofhope.com

May 1 & 2 -  Sheep & Wool Fes-
tival - This unique festival has been
held at the Howard County Fair-
grounds on the first full weekend in
May for more than 35 years. It fea-
tures working sheepdogs, weaving
and shearing, delicious lamb dishes
and a large array of wool crafts. For
additional information, visit
www.sheepandwool.org or call 410-
531-3647.
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MSBA NEWS

MD STATE BAR BULLETIN
The MSBA Bar Bulletin Editorial
Department seeks attorneys
interested in submitting articles for
its upcoming 2010 focus issues.
Articles should present an overview
of the topic.  Publications and
deadlines are as follows:

APRIL 2010 - Consumer Bankruptcy
Deadline: March 19, 2010

If you want to discuss your article
idea, please contact Patrick Tandy,
410-685-7878 or (800) 492-1964 or
via e-mail at ptandy@msba.org.

MSBA’S  COMMITTEE ON
PARALEGALS - April 8, 2010,
Paralegal Networking Event, , 6:00
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Westminster
Hall in Baltimore, Maryland

MSBA’S ANIMAL LAW
SECTION - April 9, Animal Law
Symposium, in conjuction with other
sponsors, at the University of
Baltimore School of Law

MSBA’S ADR SECTION - March
18, 2010 - Chief Judge Bell Annual
ADR Awards Dinner, 6:45 p.m. at the
Annapolis Marriot Waterfront Hotel
in Annapolis.  Keynote Speaker:
Professor Erica Fox, Harvard law
School and Founder of the Global
Negotiation Insight Institute

SAVE THE DATE!!! -  ANNUAL
CRAB FEAST - July 24, 2010

MSBA’S ANNUAL MEETING -
June 9 - 12, Ocean City, Maryland;
Reserve your room at the Clarion
Headquarters Hotel.  For further
information, please contact Wanda
Claiborne at 410-685-7878 or 800-
492-1964, ext. 3022, or e-mail
WClaiborne@msba.org

LAW DAY 2010

The Elder Law Section Council of the Maryland State Bar Association
will once again sponsor a statewide free preparation of Health Care
Powers of Attorney and Living Wills / Advance Directives in Senior Cen-
ters throughout Maryland on April 30, 2010.

In 2009 Law Day efforts took place in nearly every county in the state,
reaching several hundred seniors. This year our goal is to place at least
one attorney in each of Maryland’s 122 Senior Centers to provide this
service.

All attorneys, regardless of areas of practice, are invited to participate in
this pro bono event. For those attorneys less familiar with the documents
being prepared, coordinators strive to pair them with others who have
more experience.  Helpful information is also available on the Internet

The suggested commitment on Law Day is at least 2.5 hours, with ap-
proximately ½ hour per appointment. Coordinators match their volun-
teers with centers. Senior Centers handle time slot bookings for the vol-
unteer attorney, generally one-half hour per client.

Law Day information will be distributed through the Elder Law Section
newsletter, State and Local Bar Association publications and through the
Maryland Association of Senior Centers. The Senior Center Association’s
e-mail list includes the Area Agency on Aging Directors in each county
and Baltimore City, along with 200 staff working in Senior Centers across
the state.

The Howard County Law Day coordinator is Daria A. Carney, Esquire.
Potential volunteers can contact her directly at daria@rbslaw.net; phone
443-276-1820.

The Maryland State Bar Association Leadership Academy is currently
accepting applications for the 2010-2011 Leadership Academy Fellows’
Program.  Each year 15 Fellows are chosen from applications submitted
to the MSBA. During their term, the Fellows will spend time attending
MSBA events, developing and implementing a public service project, as
well as attending a special program on public speaking, media relations,
interviewing skills, conducting effective meeting, budgeting and many
other related areas. Fellows establish a relationship with past Bar Presi-
dents and current bar leaders to learn more about the MSBA and to
enhance leadership skills.  Team building is a significant part of the Acad-
emy, wherein the Fellows develop relationships that will last long after
the Academy. The skills the Fellows learn will benefit the MSBA, the
local or specialty bar associations and the public as a whole.  The dead-
line to submit an application is March 31. Application and additional
information is available at http://www.msba.org/sec_comm/committees/
leadership/index.htm

MSBA LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
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ATTN!! ATTN!!
BARRISTER NEWS

NATIONAL AND LOCAL  ASSOCIATIONS
Nominations are being accepted for the following awards:

The Dorsey Award recognizes
exceptional work by a public de-
fender or legal aid lawyer. The
Award was established as a trib-
ute to the late Charles H. Dorsey,
Jr., long-time Executive Director of
Maryland’s Legal Aid Bureau, Inc.,
a champion of the poor and under-
privileged and, at the time of his
death, the Chair-Elect of the Gov-
ernment and Public Sector Law-
yers Division. Eligible recipients are
lawyers who serve indigent per-
sons, in the employ of legal aid
bureaus, indigent defense, or Le-
gal Services Corporation funded
legal organizations providing legal
service to the disadvantaged. To
be eligible, nominees must be em-
ployed by an entity that receives
government funding.

The Hodson Award, named in
honor of the distinguished public
service career of the late Major
General Kenneth J. Hodson, a
former Judge Advocate General of
the U.S. Army, and a founding
member of the Division, recognizes
sustained, outstanding perfor-
mance or a specific and extraordi-
nary service by a government or
public sector law office (it is not
an award for an individual). Eligible
nominees include all government
(including military) or public sec-
tor law offices (e.g., legal aid bu-
reaus, public defender offices and
other legal organizations funded by
the Legal Services Corporation) at
the federal, state and local levels.
To be eligible, nominees must re-
ceive funding from a government
entity. Departments or units within
offices are also eligible.

All nomination materials must be
received by April 12, 2010.
Please send 16 copies of your
nomination package to:

David A. Anderson, Chair
Awards Committee
Government and Public Sector
Lawyers Division, ABA
740 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-1022

The Nelson Award was estab-
lished as a tribute to the late L.
Clair Nelson, who served as a
Council member of the Govern-
ment and Public Sector Lawyers
Division. He contributed his loy-
alty, time and extraordinary talent
to American Bar Association ac-
tivities and held numerous leader-
ship positions within the ABA. The
Award recognizes outstanding con-
tributions to the ABA by a govern-
ment or public sector lawyer, and
all government and public sector
lawyers are eligible nominees. The
Division will consider an
individual’s specific extraordinary
accomplishments as well as sus-
tained superior contributions to the
ABA over a number of years.

Audrey Robbins Humanitar-
ian Award  -  This year we cel-
ebrate the 35th anniversary of
The Audrey Robbins Humanitar-
ian Awards. This prestigious
award recognizes the work of
human services organizations and
those volunteers and staff who
go above and beyond all expec-
tations in their service to the com-
munity. Nominate a colleague,
friend, or organization whose ser-
vices deserve recognition.

Nomination Deadline: Friday,
May 7, 2010 5:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE - The 2010
Audrey Robbins Humanitarian
Awards Luncheon, will be held
on Wednesday, June 16, 2010,
12:00 (Noon) - 1:30 p.m. at the
Meeting House, 5885 Robert
Oliver Place, in Columbia .  For
more information please contact
Maureen Heim at maureen.heim
@acshoco.org



19March 2010 - The Barrister

BAR FOUNDATION FOR
HOWARD COUNTY

TRUSTEES
The Honorable Neil Axel

Lisa Broten
Alan L. Fishbein

David Harvis
Ellen L. S. Koplow

Mary Murphy
Sang W. Oh

Gerald M. Richman
Bruce Rothschild
Daniel H. Scherr
Fred Silverstein

Hon. Donna Hill Staton
John Willis

MSBA BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Thomas C. Cardaro, President
Thomas D. Murphy, Pres.-Elect
John Patrick Kudel, Treasurer
Henry E. Dugan, Jr., Secretary
Katherine K. Howard, Past President
Robert T. Gonzales, ABA State Delegate
The Honorable Wayne Brooks
   (Term expires 2010)
Jack Willis
   (Term expires 2011)

SECTION CHAIRPERSONS
Kathleen Chapman, Administrative Law

Steven A. Shapiro,  ADR

Gary C. Norman, Animal Law

John R. Orrick, Business Law

Mary Park McLean, Consumer Bankruptcy

Alison Y. Leonard-Leach
Correctional Reform

Rachel M. Kamins, Criminal Law & Practice

Suzanne Sangree, Delivery of Legal Services

Morris Klein, Elder Law

Julian Haffner, Entertainment & Sports Law

Melissa B. Derwart, Environmental Law

Richard T. Wright, Estates and Trust Law

Mary R. Sanders, Family & Juvenile Law

Jonathan S. Greene, Immigration

Hon. Ruth Ann Jakubowski
 Judicial Administration

Sherry H. Flax,  Intellectual Property

Carl S. Jean-Baptiste, Jr.,  Health Law

Peter Guattery, Labor & Employment Law

Eric B. Easton
Legal Education & Admission to Bar

G. Arthur Robbins, Litigation

Ruth-Ann E. Bennett
Negligence, Ins. & Worker’s Comp

Theresa B. Shea
Real Property, Planning & Zoning

John Carroll Weiss, Jr., Senior Lawyers

Regina D. Shaffer
Solo and Small Firm Practice

Laura A. Swisher, State and Local Government
Law

Jessica R. Lubar, Taxation

Jason C. Hessler, Young Lawyers

HOWARD COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.

District Court Multi-Service Ctr
3451 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, MD  21043
Phone: 410-313-2035/Fax: 410-313-2032
www.howardcountybar.org
Executive Director: Kim Wharton
Email:  hcbaexec@verizon.net

The Barrister is published monthly, except
July/August is a combined publication, by the
Howard County Bar Association.  Publication
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.

Editor:                     Cecilia Paizs
Associate Editor:   Kim Wharton

HCBA OFFICERS
June 2009 - May 2010

Hon. Pamila J. Brown, President
Angela Grau, President-Elect
Mark Muffoletto, Treasurer
Mary Murphy, Secretary
Cecilia B. Paizs, Editor - Barrister
John “Jack” Willis Immediate Past President

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Terrence McAndrews                Cecilia Paizs
Lisa Broten                 Chad Spencer
Debra Saltz                Charles Fuller

HCBA COMMITTEE &
SECTION CHAIRS

Membership, Hon. Timothy McCrone
and F. Todd Taylor

Lawyer Referral Service Committee -
Terrence C. McAndrews

Social Committee - Robert Earle
   Golf Tournament

Judicial Selection Committee -
  Claude de VasteyJones
  Timothy Mitchell

Community Outreach
      Hon. Pamila J. Brown, Law Day
     Mary Pizzo, High School Mock Trial

Estates & Trusts Section - Suzanne
Simpson/Valerie Rocco

Family Law Section - Master Mary Kramer/
Alissa Cummins

Business Law Section - Christopher Young,

Criminal Law Section - Debra Saltz

 Real Estate Law Section - Richard Harvey

Young Lawyers Section - Chad Spencer

Please remember to send
all address, phone/fax

number and e-mail
changes to

Kim Wharton,
HCBA Exec. Director at
hcbaexec@verizon.net

HELPFUL ONLINE SOURCES
Howard County Public Schools -

www.schools-out.com

U.S. Department of Homeland
Security  - www.ready.gov

Federal Emergency Management
Agency - www.fema.gov

Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention  - www.cdc.gov

American Red Cross -
www.redcross.org

Maryland Emergency Management
- www.mema.state.md.us

Maryland Health & Mental
Hygiene  - www.dhmh.state.md.us

Howard County Health Dept -
www.www.hchealth.org

Community Emergency Response
Network (CERN)  - www.cern.us

The Weather Channel  -
www.weather.com

Volunteer Center  -
www.volunteerhoward.org

Grassroots Crisis Hotline-410-531-
6677

Public Information - 410-313-2022
Volunteer Center - 410-715-3172

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

ECONOMIST
Personal Injury - Death -
Employment
Dr. Richard B. Edelman
301-469-9575
www.economic-analysis.com
See Ad on Pages 3 & 24

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
COLUMBIA - Twin Knolls.
Beautifully renovated suite, share
office with three attorneys, share
conference room and copier, ample
parking.  Please call 410-730-5721

OFFICE SPACE - Two 140-
Sq.ft. offices with support staff
area available in new law office
suite.  Beautiful reception area,
access to conference room and
kitchenette.  Located in Twin
Knolls Professional Center, next
to Columbia Hilton.  Call Rich-
mond Davis for details - 410-730-
5550.

The Barrister is published
monthly, except  July/August is a
combined publication, by the
Howard County Bar Association.
Publication deadline is the 10th
of the preceding month.

Please remember to register your
name and profile via the website at

www.howardcountybar.org

Once you are registered you will
then gain access to the
Members Only page!!!!

Please contact Kim Wharton
should you encounter any

problems during the
registration process.

E-MAIL ARTICLES
& GOOD NEWS TO
lawcbp99@aol.com

before the 10th of the month.

The Howard County Bar Association
Find A Lawyer Program Find A Lawyer Program Find A Lawyer Program Find A Lawyer Program Find A Lawyer Program connects

 persons in need of legal services with local
attorneys who can meet their needs.

Legal fees are set by the attorneys for the
particular legal services.

The service is available 24 hours a day through the HCBA website
www.howardcountybar.org

For more information about joining this program, please contact

Kim Wharton, 410-313-2035 or e-mail to hcbaexec@verizon.net

HOWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Find a Lawyer

HOWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
3451 Court House Drive

Ellicott City Maryland  21043
410 313-2035

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT -
COLUMBIA - Two furnished of-
fices available on second floor in
Historic Ellicott City.  Internet copi-
ers and fax available for additional
fee.  Reasonable rents.  For more
information regarding this space
please call 410-465-5265 or email
eccopy@hotmail.com.

OFFICE SPACE in historic dis-
trict of Ellicott City. Ideal for sales
rep, attorney or accountant for sat-
ellite or start-up office.  Includes
shared use of reception area, con-
ference room, copier  and kitchen.
Call Vicki  at 410-461-3500
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AARAARAARAARAARON LON LON LON LON LOOOOOWINGERWINGERWINGERWINGERWINGER
BBBBBAIL BONDSAIL BONDSAIL BONDSAIL BONDSAIL BONDS,,,,, INC INC INC INC INC.....

Aaron Lowinger
President

“Any Court, Any Time,
Credit Terms Available, 24 Hours”

 7880 Washington Blvd.
     Elkridge, MD 21075
Office:  410-799-4445

Toll Free: 1-866-405-2245
Fax: 410-799-4461

CHOOSE CIVILITY
HOWARD COUNTY

THE 25 RULES OF CIVILITY

“Choose Civility” is a commu-
nity-wide initiative to enhance the
quality of life and emphasize the
importance of civility for all who
live and work in Howard County.
Join us to make Howard County
a model of divility.  From Choos-
ing Civility: The Twenty-five
Rules of Considerate Conduct by
P.M. Forni (2003)
1.    Pay Attention
2.    Acknowledge Others
3.   Think the best
4.   Listen
5.    Be inclusive
6.    Speak kindly
7.    Don’t speak ill
8.    Accept and give praise
9.    Respect even a subtle “no”
10.  Respect others’ opinions
11.  Mind your body
12.  Be agreeable
13.  Keep it down
       (and rediscover silence)
14.  Respect other people’s time

15.  Respect other people’s
space

16.  Apologize earnestly

17.  Assert yourself

18.  Avoid personal questions

19.  Care for your guests

20.  Be a considerate guest
21.  Think twice before asking
         for favors
22.  Refrain from idle complaints
23.  Accept and give
       constructive criticism
24.  Respect the environment
       and be gentle to animals
25.  Don’t shift responsibility
        and blame

S & L REPORTING, INC.S & L REPORTING, INC.S & L REPORTING, INC.S & L REPORTING, INC.S & L REPORTING, INC.
Steven and Linda Levine

Court Reporting and Video Services
*  30 years of reporting experience

*  Accurate transcripts
*  Competitive Rates       *  Video Services available

Our package includes:
* full sized, single sided transcript

*  condensed transcript
*  CD with E-transcript and word index

410-489-6733
Fax: 410-489-6743

E-Mail: contactus@sandlreporting.com

Credit Cards Accepted
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